[All persons without spleen should be given pneumococcal vaccine].
Splenectomized individuals run increased risk of developing overwhelming septicemia from encapsulated bacteria, especially Streptococcus pneumoniae. Polyvalent pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine should be given to all splenectomized individuals above two years of age. Antipneumococcal antibody levels should be measured three to five years after the first vaccination, and persons with low antibody levels should be revaccinated. Splenectomized persons may be given a supply of penicillin V to enable them to start therapy while avaiting medical attention.